
Date

JusticeMarcusClark
SupremeCourt
StateofLouisiana
400RoyalStreet Suite1190
NewOrleans LA701308101

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2015 1242

DearJusticeClark

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaign
FinanceDisclosure atitsJanuary15 2016 meeting consideredyourrequestforanadvisory
opinionastowhetheryou asaJusticeoftheSupremeCourt mayuseyourcampaignfundsto
purchasebooksregardingsearchandseizureforvariouslawenforcementagencieswithinthe
state Youstatedthatyouwouldliketopurchasethesebooksforlawenforcementagencies
locatedinhighpovertyareaswithinyourjudicialdistrictthatwouldnototherwisehavethe
resourcestopurchasetheseeducationalmaterials Youalsostatedthataspartofyourroleasa
JusticeoftheSupremeCourt youfrequentlyeducateotherofficialsregardingthelaw

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thattheCampaignFinanceDisclosure
Actdoesnotprohibityoufromusingyourcampaignfundstopurchasebooksregardingsearch
andseizureforvariouslawenforcementagencieswithinthestate La RS1815052Iprovides
thatcampaignfundsmaynotbeusedforanypersonaluseunrelatedtothecandidatescampaign
orhisholdingofpublicoffice ThisSubsectionalsoprovidesthatexcessfundsmaybeusedfora
futurecampaign returnedtocontributorsonaproratabasis givenascharitablecontributionsas
providedin26USC170c orcontributionsto501c 3 organizations orinsupportofor
oppositiontoaproposition politicalpartyorcandidate Expendituresforthesebooksarea
properuseofcampaignfundsbecausetheyarenotforyourpersonaluse

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCampaignFinance
DisclosureAct TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthanthe
CampaignFinanceDisclosureAct Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842
6630or 225 2195600

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

JenniferT Land
FortheBoard


